Children in need of Pharmacare: medication funding requests at the Toronto Hospital for Sick Children.
Although a national Pharmacare program ensuring access to and affordability of needed medications has repeatedly been cited as a priority to policymakers, 20% of families remain either uninsured or under-insured. The Hospital for Sick Children's Patient Amenities Fund (PAF) covers out-of-pocket medication expenses for inpatient and outpatient children. The research objectives were to 1) examine family demographics and socio-economic status (SES), the types of medications requested and government program process issues of PAF applicants in 1998 and 1999, and 2) describe trends in PAF requests from 1998 to 2000. Data were extracted retrospectively from fund requests, charts and social work and discharge planning reports. Descriptive statistics were used to summarize the data and to examine time trends. Eighty-six applicants submitted 112 requests from 1998-1999. Most were for children with cancer, neurological disorders and transplant patients. Medication expenditures were 22,408 dollars in 1999, a 39% increase over 1998. Most requests came from two-parent nuclear families where one or both parents were employed. High deductibles, waiting time, application form complexity and request denials were cited as problems encountered with government drug plans. The findings suggest that for provinces that do not provide universal drug insurance programs, relying on a patchwork of government plans and community agencies may not be effective in ensuring easy and timely access to necessary medications for children.